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The Master Gardener Program in

Winnebago County

Winnebago County UWEX Offi ce
625 E County Road Y
Oshkosh, WI 54901
winnebago.uwex.edu

Volunteer Service in 2015
Youth Ed 170 hours
Adult Ed 966 hours
Support 6,554 hours
Total 7,690 hours
Value* $171,037

Since 2000: 96,411 hours at a value of                    
over $1,762,682

* using the current estimated dollar value of volunteer time in Wisconsin of $22.24 per 
hour, from Independent Sector. Cumulative value based on previous annual estimates.

Where you can fi nd activities by 
MGVs in Winnebago Co.

• Oshkosh Humane Soc. Memorial Garden
• Paine Gardens and Arboretum
• WBAY Home & Garden Show
• Neenah Public Library
• Carter Memorial Library
• Park View Health Center
• Gardens of the Octagon House
• Oshkosh North Conservancy Park

The Master Gardener Program in Winnebago county 
started in 1990. Over 520 people have been trained 
since that  me, and there are currently 104 cer  fi ed 
Master Gardener Volunteers (MGVs) for 2016. The 
UWEX Educator facilita  ng the MG Program is 
Hor  culture Educator Kimberly Miller.
Ques  ons Answered at Farmers’ Market Booth 
Every Saturday morning from June through 
September MGVs can be found at the Farmers’ 
Market in downtown Oshkosh helping visitors with 
all their gardening ques  ons. These range from 
“how do I get started”, “how can I grow herbs and 
vegetables when I live in an apartment”, “what type 
of … should I plant”, “what’s wrong with my tomato 
plants”, “what can I grow near my walnut tree” 
to lots of other ques  ons about diseases, trees, 
pruning, insects, and environmental concerns.
Historical Society Grounds Revived
The grounds of the Winchester Area Historical 
Society—which includes a house, barn, fruit orchard, 
and perennial fl ower beds, with the local history 
center and library in the former private home—had 
not been well maintained. MGVs helped restore the 
property to its old beauty by eradica  ng weeds, 
invasives, and grass to uncover the bones of the 
original garden. Community members have been 
excited to see the restora  on and have provided 
labor and heirloom plants from their own gardens. 
The overgrown apple orchard served as a site for a 
free hands-on pruning workshop for the public.
New Bu  erfl y Garden Educates, Enhances Lives
MGVs were asked to develop a bu  erfl y garden 
for the grounds of the Lutheran Homes facili  es. 
They designed and installed one focusing on na  ve 
Wisconsin plants that is now a registered Monarch 
Waysta  on. As MGVs maintain the garden, they are 
visited by residents and visitors, who have a chance 
to talk about their own gardening experiences, learn 
about bu  erfl ies and other pollinators, and to enjoy 
the quiet peace of the space. 


